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MAKE-A-WISH OF CHARLOTTE RECEIVES $21,000 CHECK FROM 

‘TRANSFORMED’ CEO OF EUROPA SPORTS PRODUCTS, INC. 

Charlotte, NC-August 17, 2005- The wishes of at least four critically ill children are going to come true thanks to 
the personal ‘ transformation’  of Europa Sports Products CEO, Eric Hillman. Hillman has just ended a 12-week 
‘Eating Right Challenge’  in which he vowed to donate $1000 for every pound of body fat he lost to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. His loss of 21.2 pounds translated into a check for $21,200 which was presented to Make-A-
Wish during a special employee luncheon held at Europa’s headquarters in Charlotte, NC.  

“ I had a moment of truth,”  says the 44-year-old father of two, “when I saw the story of a 38-year-old father of five 
who had a heart attack in front of his children. My two little girls and my wife are the center of my world and I 
realized I need to do everything I can to be here for them and that meant getting in shape. I was doubly motivated 
by The Challenge because of the opportunity to make wishes come true for some very sick kids.”  

The check was presented to Selena Rogers, President of Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central and Western North 
Carolina, Inc. “  Eric’s personal commitment means magical moments will be coming to at least four very ill 
children and their families,”  says Rogers. “We are truly grateful to Eric and everyone at Europa Sports for helping 
us make wishes come true for children who suffer so much and have so little joy in their lives.”  

The ‘Eating Right 12-Week Challenge’  was sponsored by health and sports nutrition expert, Bill Phillips, author 
of the best-selling book Body For Life and the recently released Eating For Life. With Eric’s example as 
motivation, 50 Europa employees participated in the program and report a cumulative weight loss of several 
hundred pounds. 

About Europa Spor ts: 

Based in Charlotte, NC, Europa is recognized as the industry leader in the distribution of sports supplements, 
sports drinks and accessories to gyms, health food stores and specialty supplement retailers. With four national 
distribution centers, Europa offers more than 3,500 unique items representing more than 150 of the industry’s 
leading brands. 

About Make-A-Wish: 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the 
human experience with hope, strength, and joy.  Born in 1980 when a group of caring individuals helped a young 
boy fulfill his dream of becoming a police officer, the Foundation is now the largest wish-granting charity in the 
world, with 74 chapters in the U.S. and its territories and 28 international affiliates on five continents. Granting 
more than 11,700 wishes a year and more than 144,000 wishes worldwide since inception, the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation celebrates “ 25 Years Making Dreams Come True”  in 2005. For more information about the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, visit www.ncwish.org and discover how you can share the power of a wish. 
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Eric Hillman, CEO of Europa Sports Products, Inc. presents $21,200 check to Selena Rogers, 
President of Make-A-Wish Foundation© of Central and Western North Carolina, Inc. 

 
 


